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A Home for
Wildlile

Tluis goose,

d,esigned by J.I'{.
"Dittg" Dan;Litzg,

has becomn th,e

synzbol of tlæ
N&tiü?,cLlWildlife
Refuge System.

The Lee Metcalf National Wildlife
Refuge $'as estabii-shecl in 1963 to
proricie habitat for miglatory birds
anci has since pror.en to be an
attractir,e home for a variety of
u-ildlife. The diverse habitat of the
Refuge includes the Bitterroot Rive4
forested river bottoms, grasslands
and fields, hedgerows and shrubs,
marshes, opea mudflats, and ponds.
Annual precipitation in the valley is
only about 12 inches; however,
wetland water levels are maintained
throughout arid summer months by
a naturally high water table, flowing
springs, and runoff from neighboring
mountains. A series of dikes and
impoundments have been constructed
in order to hold and manage these
precious water resources for rnddlife.

The diverse habitat of this srnall Refuge
attracts a great r,alietl' of animals.
Songbirds, raptors, u-atelfot{, and
other waterbirds are common sights
on the Refuge. White-tailecl deer,
pheasants, and northern hartiers
are often seen in the uplancl fields.
The ponds are home to mttsl::at,
painted turtles, ospre)! anci bald
eagles. Great-horned oxls, pileated
wnodpeckers, and westet'n terrestrial
garter snakes can be found in the
river bottom w-oodlands.

Any'time of the year is a pleasant
time to visit the Refuge. Migrating
flocks of waterfowl begin to appear in
March and then again in October. May
and June are excellent times of the
year to see songbirds, young goslings,
and fawns. For good wildlife viewing
opportunities drive along'Wildfowl
Lane or tour the nature trails in the
Bitterroot River Recreatlon Area.
More information about the RefLrge

can be found in aclditional leaf]ets
available at infbt'nlation liiosks.
Enjo1.1'our risit.

About this
Ghecklist

Seasons:

Season,a,l,

Abundance:

Habitat:

The following tabulation lists
235 species ofbirds, ST species of
mammals, and 17 species of reptiles
and amphibians that are found on the
Refuge or could be found on the
Refuge. Species ofbirds that have
been known to nest on the Refuge are
preceded by a bullet (.). Common
nâmes for mammals, fish, reptiles, and
amphibians are followed by scientific
names and specific abundance codes.
Since most birds are migratory, their
seasonal occurrence and relative
abundance are coded below. Accidental
birds, those which are found outside of
their normal range, are listed at the
end of the bird checklist.

Sp Spring (March-May)
S Summer (June-August)
F Fall (September-November)
W Winter(December-February)

a abundant- occurringin large
numbers

c common - certain to
be seen in suitable habitat

u uncommon *_ present, but not
certain to be seen

o occasional - seen onlv a feu,
times during the seasàn

r rare - seen at intervals of
2 to 5 years

h hypothetical - within normal
range, but never documented

The "H" column lists the habitat
types in which the listed bird species
can be found. The habitat codes are
as follows:

forested river bottom
grasslands/fields
hedgerows/shrubs
marshes
open mudflats
ponds/open water
river
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New World Vultures

_ Ttrrkel Vultule

Swans, Geese, and Ducks

_ Greater White-frontecl Goose

. Snou'Goose

Rocs' Goose

_ .Cunada Goose

ï'rrrnpctel Su an

Tttttdt'a Srlan
.Wtrorl Duck

_. Gadr,r':rll

Eurasian Wigeon

_.Àneritarr Wigeon

_.Mrllald
_. B i Lre-l,rirrged Terl

_.('innamun Teal

_. Northern Shoveler

_.Northeln Pintrril

_. Green-lr,.irrged Teal

_. Canvasback

'Redhead
.Ring-necked l)uck
Greutet'Scaup

.Lesser.Scaup

_ !\/lrite-lr,inged Scoter
. Bu['[]eherrl
. Conrnron Goltleneve

__ Barrow's Goldeneye

_. Ho.rded Nlerganscr"

. .(-ummon Melganset'

_ Recl-breastecl Mcrgansel

_. Ruddy Duck

0sprey, Kites, Hawks, and Eagles

_. Oslrr.r.)'

_.Balrl Eagle

_.Northeln Hrr'r'ier'

_ Sharp-shitrrrerl Hurtk

- 
Cooper's Hatk

_ NolLhern Gosharçk

_ Srtairrson's Hauk

_.Iicd-tuiled Harr k

_ Rough-leggerl Harr k

_ Golden Eagie
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BIRDS

Loons

_ Comnron Loon

Grebes

_.Pied-billed Grebe

_ Holned Gtebe

_. Rerl-neeked Grebe

_. Ealed Grebe

_ Western Grebe

_ Clai'k's Glpbe

Pelicans
American White Pelican

Cormorants

_. Double-crested Cormolant

Bitterns, Herons, and Egrets

_.American Bittern

_.Great Blue Heron

_ Snouy Egret

_ Cattle Eglet

_. Black-crou,rred Night-Heron

lbises and Spoonbills

_ White-faced lbis
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Falcons and Caracaras

_.Amelican Kestlel

_ Mellin

_ Peregline Falcon

Prairie Falcon

Gallinaceous Birds

_ Grar Part'idge

_. Ring-r'reckecl Pheasant

_. Rufl'ed Glouse

Rails
.Virginia Rail

_'Sora
_.American Coot

Cranes

_ Sundhill Crarre

Plovers

. Black-bellied Plor er

_ American Golden Plover
Semipalmated Plover

-.KilLleel
Stilts and Avocets

_.B1ack-necked Stilt

_.Arleric:rn Avocet

Sandpipers and Phalaropes

_ Grertel Yellortlegs

_ Lessel Yellurilegs
Solitarl' SandPiPer

_ Willet

_. Spotted Sanclpiper'

_ Whimbrel

_ Long-hilled f'rrr'leri

_ Marbled Gochiit

_ Ruddy Thrnstone

_ Sanderling

_ Sernipalmrted Sarrdpiper'

_ Wesleln Sandpiper'

_ Least Sandpiper'

_ White-r'umped Sandpiper'

_ Baild's Sanrllriper'

Pectoral Srndpiper'

_ Drrnlirr

_ St ilt Sandpiper
Long-billed Dor,vitcher'
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_ .Common Snipe

_ .'Wilson's Phular.ope

_ Red-necked Phalarope

Skuas, Jaegers, Gulls, and Terns

_ Ft'anklin's Gull

_ Bonalrarte's Gull

_ Ring-billed t;ull

_ Califolnia Gull

_ (-aspian Tern

_ ('onrmon Tern

_ Furster"s Terrr

_.Black Tern

Pigeons and Doves

_ .Ruck Duve

_ .[4ournirrg Dove

Guckoos and Anis

_ Black-billed ('uckoo

TypicalOwls

_ Flanlmulated Or'vl

_. Western Screech-Olr1

_ . Creat Hot.rrerl Ou I

_ Northern Pygmy-Ou,l
Burror.ling Oul

_ Great Gray Ou,l

_.Long-eared Ou,l

_ Shoi't-eared Ou I

_ Northeln Sar,v-u,het Ou,l

Nightlars

_.Common Nighthau,k

Swifts

_ Biack SwifT
.Vaux's Swift

_ White-throated Swiiî

Hummingbirds

_ Black-chinned Hummingbild

_. Calliope Hummingbild

_.Rufous Hummingbixl

Kinglishers

__.Belted Kingfisher
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Woodpeckers

_. Lelris' \\'oodpecker

_. Recl-naped Woodpecker

_. I)olvny Woodpecker

_. Hairr Woorlpr.cker'

_.Nor'lheln Flicker

_.Pileated Woodpecker

Tyrant Flycatchers

_ Olive-sided Flycatcher

_. 1 /estel'n Wood-Per,.",ee

_.Willou Fl; catchcr'

_. Least, Flvcatc].rer

_ Duskr Fhcutcher'

_. Cordilleran Flyssfghsr
Say's Phoebe

_.Westei'n Kingbird

. .Easteln Kingbird

Shrikes

_ Loggctheud Shrike
Northo'n Shrike

Vireos

_. BItre-headed Vireu

_. \Ààr'blirrg Vireo

_. Rer l-eled Viretr

Crows, Jays, and Magpies

_ St eller"s Jar'

_ Clark's Nutclacker

_.Elack-billerl Magf ie

_. Americ:rn Crori'

_ Cnmmon Raven

Larks

_ Horrred Lal'k

Swallows

.. Tt'ee Su allorr

Violot -gre"n Su z.llori
. Northern Rough-r,ringed Su'a1lolr

_.Bank Srralluu

_.Clifï Sri.allow

_.Barn Su,allou,

Titmice and Chickadees

_. Black-cappecl Chickadee

_ Mountain Chick:rrlee
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Nuthatches

_. Red-hreastecl Nuthatch

_. White-breasted Nuthatch

_.Pygmy Nuthatch

Creepers

_ Brorvr.r Cleepel

Wrens
.House Wren
.\Â-into'Wrcn

_"Malsh'Wren

Dippers
Ameriean Dilrper'

Kinglets
Golden-crou.i'ied Kingiet

_ Rubv-cror.r,ned Kinglet

Thrushes

_.Western Bluebird
.Mountain Bluebircl
Tou rrsend's Soliiairn

_'V'erl
_.1lermit Thlush

.. Su ainson's Thrush

_. Àrnerican Rul'in
Varied Thlush

Mimic Thrushes

_.Ct'al Cutbird

Starlings
.Eur"opean Starling

Wagtails and Pipits

_ American (Water)Pipit

Waxwings

. Bolremian Wasiing

_. Ceclar \Àr:rxu.ing

Wood Warblers

_ 0range-croutred Whlbler

__ fiashville Warblei'

_'Yellur,r \Vurbler'

_.Yellorv-rumped Walbler

_ Tolrrserrrl's W:Lrblcr'

_ Black-ancl-u'hite Walblel
_ .Americrn Rcristat't

_. Northei:n l,ratei'thrush
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sps TWH
. MacGillir-ray''s Warbler:

_. Common Yellou.throat

_ \À ilsun's Walbler
\êllou -hleasted Chat

Tanagers

_ Western Tanager

Sparrows and Towhees

_. Sl,ottcd Torvhce

_ Amelican Tree Sparlow

_'Chiplring SPart'ou

_ .Veslrel Sparluu

_.Sar annah Spallou'

_ Lc('ilnte's Spât'l'ou
. Song SIrar.r.or,r.

_ Lincoln's Sparrou

_ Su amp Spallorr'

_ Hut'l'is' Slrat't'ou

_ Whlte-crorvned Sparrou,

_. Dalk-cled Junco

_ Snou Bunting

Gardinals, Grosbeaks, Allies

_. Black-heacled Grosbeak

_ .Lazuli Bunting

Blackbirds and 0rioles

_ Boholink

_. Red-winged Blackbii'd

_.Western Meadowlark

_.Yellou.headed Blackbird

_. Br'"u et"s tslackhirrl

_. Bro.nr,n-headed Cou.bird

_. Bullock's Oliule

Finches
Pine Gi'osbeak

House Finch
Red Crossbill
Common Rerlpoll
Pine Siskin

_.Amelican Goldfinch

_ Eveninpç Grosbeak

0ld World Sparrows

_ House Spartow
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Accidentals

_ Great Eglet

_ Ollsquau

_ Short-billed Dou,itcher

_ Gr rlalcon
Helring Gull

_ \êtlorv-hilled Cuekoo

Snoul Ou'l

_ Pinyon Jay

_ Sage Thrasher

_ B1ackpo1l Walbler

_ Red-breasted Grosbeak

Rustr. Blackbird

_ Comrlon Grackle

FIELD NOTES
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Abundance
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Meadorv \,role ( M icv'otrl,s pennsyh;anictts)

Common Muskrat (O'ndat'ra zibeth,i cus)

Common Porcupine (llrethi.zott, dorsatu,m)

Coyote tCanis lalranst
Gray Woll 11-(t n is l1t ptrs)

Red Fox Nr,l pc" uu lpas)

Black Bear (UT su,s ornerican,us)
Common Raccoon (Procyo'n loto'r)

Long-tailed Weasel ( M tL stel a.'lren'tt,ta.)

American Mink (M ustela'uisorL)

American Badger (Tax id,ea ta:rtt s)

Northern River Otter (Lontra can.ad,en.sis)

Striped Skunk ( M lph i,tis tn e'pltitî,s)

Mountain Lion (P'unta, concoLor)

Bobcat ( Lg tt.,' t'uJ'rr s')

Wapiti or EIk (Ceruu,s eluphus)

Mule or Black-tâiled Deer (Odocoilezts hemi,ornts)

White-tailed D eer ( O do c oile'u,s a ir g ini antt s )
Maose (Alces alcas)

FIELD NOTES
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Abundance

MAMMALS
Masked Shrelr, [Soler ci n,erer.t,s)

Vagrant Shl'e$r f^Sore.{ ra.grarls )

_ Caiifornia Myotis (M tt ot i s co,Li.f orrt ic'u s)

_ \Vestern Sm:rl1-footec.l Myotis ( M y o ti s cil ialu,brtr,'n)

_ Long-ealed M.votis (M'ucttis e'totis)

_ l,ittie Bloum M.votis (Myotis lu,cifu.clus)

_ Fringed Myotis (M'yotis thysnnock:s)

_ LongJegged Myotis (Myotis ooLruts)

_ Yuma Myotis (M'yotis rtun'rutetr.sis)

_ Hoar-v- B;tl (Lctsi.u'r'us t:ineraL.s)

_ Silver-lrairecl Ba| ( L a s'i.o'ny d ta-i -* rt o r:t i r cLg tL tt s )

_ Big Bro.,r,n Bat (Eptes'iltt:;.fusc.trs)

_ Tox,nsend's Big-eai'ecl B at ( C o ry t r ot'h i n. t.L s t o r.lu s e ndi'i 1

_ Yellorrbeilied Marrnot ( M ct'nt,ctt ct .lI a u i u ert t ri s I
_ y.11oy-pir.re C hipmunk ('l' o,nti a s (1, rt Lo e t1., u,s )
_ Columbian Groulrd Squirrel

(S'per n'toph ilLt s coLtl.ntbiort.us)

_ Red Scluirlel (7' u i rt ia s ci.u rt r. s lt uds o n'i c: Lts)

_ Northern Fl"ving Squirrel ( GLa,tlto'nt.'y s sct.bri.t t'u,s)

_ Northern Pocket Gopher (ll-hornorrrys t,alpaid,es)

_ Arnerican Beaver ({)ctstot' can,ct d,en.si s)

_ Deel Monse (Perorn:Lt scl.ts r n a,n.icu.l.o tu.s)

Bushr,-tailed Woodlat (N t: ototn o, c'i,rt,erea,)

u

u

u

Ll

u

u

u

LI

Ll

u
o

u
1,

c

c

C

u

c

a

o



aa

a!-r

Abundance

REPTILES and AMPHIBIANS

_ Long-toed Salamander (Ambystoma macrod,actylum)

_ Boreal Toacl (Bu,Jo boreas boreas)

_ Pacific Tlee llog (H,yla regilla.)

_ Bulili'og (Ron,o, cutesbei.o,n,a)

_ Northern Leopald Frog (Àaiz«. ,pi,p,iens)

_ Colrrmbia Spotted Frog (Rarru, hLte'lt:et,n,tris)

_ Northern Alligator Lizatd. (ElgctrLo. c:oerulea)

_ Western Skink (Eutneces ski.ltortianus)

_ Paintecl Turil.e (Chrysem,us,pict,a)

_ SofTshell TLU'tle (Ap oloti e s'p'i.tt, iJbra.)

_ Snapping Trtrtle (C h. e L y d. t u s er yt e t t t i t t u)

_ Rubber Boa (Ch,a)irla bottct.c)

_ Ilacer' (Coltùer cort stt'ict or)

__ Gophel Snake (Pifr.ro ltlt'is caten,,ifet')

_ \Vestern Rattlesnake (Ctri r.Ll.t t,s,t: i.r itl. i s)

_ Common Gartel Snake (Tha.ntn,ophis sitlclList
Western Terrestl'ia1 Galler Srrake

l'l-ltt nt ttultlt is clt tlrr trst
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FIELD NOTES

The U.S. Fish and \\rilcliüè Service seerks to provicle
persons r,vith disabilities fr-ril accessibility or reasonâble
accommodation. Contact Refuge staff for information or
to aclclress accessibilit),' needs. F-bl i isitors using TTI
contact the Montana ïlelay Seriice a-t 1 800/253 4091.


