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Welcome to

SWAN RIVER

NATIONAL WILDLIFE
~ REFUGE .

The 1,568-acre Swan River National Wildlife
Refuge is located 38 miles southeast of Kalispell,
Montana. The variety of habitats including
grassland, marsh, and wooded river bottom
support elk deer, moose, grlzzly and black bear, -

beaver, river otter, muskrat, and at lecsf‘171‘
specieé of birds. -

The Refuge provides nesting hobnct for . 1he
endcngered bald eagle, great blue herons, black
terns, 23 species of waterfowl, and a variety of
raptors and songbirds. A canoe trip through the
Refuge on the Swan Rlver prowdes excellen?‘.
birding throughout the spring, summer, and fall.
Canada geese, whistling swan, mallard and
goldeneye winter'in the open waters of the Swan
River and the canals and creeks which cross the

Refuge.

The following birds have been observed on the
Refuge since its establishment in 1974. Very
special thanks must go to Ellie Jones and other
Audubon Society members who have contributed
much time to the completion of this pamphlet. The
Swan River NWR was adopted by the Flathead
Chapter of the National Audubon Society in 1981

- u—uncommon

under the Society’s Adopt-A-Refuge Progrcm./

EXPLANATION OF SYMBOLS:
Seasons:

S— March-May

S— June-August

F— September-November

W— December-February

Birds nesting on the Refuge are preceded by a

Symbols indicating -seasonal abundance of
species are as follows:

should see in suitable habitat

might see in suitable habitat

seen only a few times during a season
seen at intervals of 2 to 5 years

c—common

o—occasional
r—rare

each

The following bird list is in accordance with the 5th
A.O.U. Check- L|st as amended. New names are used in

all cases.

. S|S|F|W|:
LOONS ,

e Common loon ... oo e s B clec|u

- GREBES :
o Red-necked Grebe ..................... clec]e
—_eHorned Grebe .. .....viuiiiiiiiaiiees clcje
__eFEared Grebe ........ ... o iiiiiiiiienn c|cjc]o
—— Western Grebe . ............ = uifc
___oPied-billed Grebe . .. ........... ...l c e
CORMORANTS '
___ Double-crested Cormorant .............. o
HERONS AND BITTERNS
___oGreat BlueHeron ..............co0ounnn cfcile|x
—__eAmerican Bittern . ... ... .. oo vuijuijo
SWANS, GEESE, DUCKS
— WhistlingSwan ..o ulfrfciju
o 0Canada GooSe ..........charnainanenas cfec|c|c
 SNOoW GO00SE .......iheieraiiaa e o oifr
— Ross' Goose ... . i e r r
— eMallard . = . e cjcfec]c
o eGadwallin . . s e i cle|u
e Pintail e e clujc]o
e Green-winged Teal .................... vivjul|r
—_oBlue-winged Teal .. .................... cjc|c
—oCinnamonTeal .............coovini.nn c|ctu
— e American Wigeon .......... o000 cfclc



__eNorthern Shoveler .. ..0c.iveuine.....
__aWood Duck ....iiiiiiiiii i
__{Redhead .............................
__eRing-necked Duck..............coint
= Cdhvosback =5 = oot ac TEEaEET
= esserScaup ...........oo R
___.eCommon Goldeneye ...................
___eBarrow's Goldeneye ...................
= Bufflehead "o o TS
___ White-winged Scoter . ..................
_ Harlequin Duck......oooovvniianann
— oRuddy Duck......cooviiiniiiinnn.
___eHooded Merganser. ........ceeeeeeeeenn
___eCommon Merganser ...........c...cu0.-
___ Red-breasted Merganser................

EAGLES, HAWKS, AND FALCONS

__ Goshawk........ S s e A
_~ Sharp-shinned Hawk....:..............
___eRed-tailed Hawk .............c...0unn
___ Swainson’'sHawk ......... . ...
___ Rough-legged Hawk ...................
- GoldenEagle ...........ccooicioao...
__eBaldEagle.........oocveiiniiiiins
__eMarshHawk........oooviiiiineeanns
. OSprey ...
___ Prairie Falcon ........ B inlaes
el e e
___e American Kestrel ....... e

GROUSE, PHEASANTS

Blue Grouse o oo - - c. - conari-iens
___oRuffed Grouse. .. ......ooevueencecrannn
___ Ring-necked Pheasant..................

RAILS
. BSOPa L ki e e
= e American Coot .o oo cte s nrmee

PLOVERS
o ellldeer i i e e

SHOREBIRDS, GULLS, TERNS

e Common Snipe ......coeeninioinaneees
___e Spotted Sandpiper......... ...
Solitary Sandpiper ..........coouoo...
Greater Yellowlegs ....................
Lesser Yellowlegs ...t
Least Sandpiper ...
Long-billed Dowitcher ..................
Marbled Godwit. ..........coooeiin
American Avocet ... ... .
Black-necked Stilt......... ...t
___eWilson’s Phalarope ....................
_ California Gull ...
__ Ring-billed Gull ...t
" FOrsters Tern ... ..o vimoieos ot ot s i
— eBlack Tern .. .. ... ... . oo
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DOVES
—— Mourning dove......... i oo

OWLS
S Sereech OWl o 0. o
— oGreat Horned Owl . .... ... - i

S Pyomy Owl oo = o
— Bamed Owl .. .. . .0 oo

GOATSUCKERS, SWIFTS, HUMMINGBIRDS

— Common Nighthawk .................. -
e oo s Swilt s e
— White-throated Swift. . ... ... ... -
— e Rufous Hummingbird ..................
— e Calliope Hummingbird .................
— o Black-chinned Hummingbird ............

KINGFISHERS, WOODPECKERS

_ Belted Kingfisher ...........c.covvnnnn
= eCommon Flicker - .......oo oo
__ Pileated Woodpecker............ o
— Llewis's Woodpecker -
___ Yellow-bellied Sapsucker ...............
e Hairy Woodpecker ......0..............
— o Downy Woodpecker...... o =

FLYCATCHERS :

___eEastern Kingbird ........ ...t
___eWestern Kingbird .. ... ... il
___eWillow Flycatcher..... ..ot
Hammond'’s Flycatcher .. ..............
Dusky Flycatcher. ... ....oociiiiiien.
Western Flycatcher............... ... ...
Western Wood Pewee ..................

[l

LARKS, SWALLOWS

= S Homed bark - oo caue
o Violet-green Swallow ..................
___eTree Swallow ........... e e
e Rough-winged Swallow ................
SN Barn Swollows. . & o0 e e
el Swallowsims e e

JAYS, MAGPIES, CROWS :

B oy oy SR e e
= Stellersiloys 0 s i e
— e Black-billed Magpie....................
= slommon Raven ......civ vt s e
- sCommon Crow . .. ... -:iv v vr i
=~ Clark’s Nuteracker ...« .- .o .o ivcoae o

CHICKADEES, NUTHATCHES, CREEPERS

___e Black-capped Chickadee ................
__ Mountain Chickadee ...................
___e Chestnut-backed Chickadee . ............
___e White-breasted Nuthatch ...............
___e Red-breasted Nuthatch .................

—__oBrown Creeper ..........ocoeiiniannnes
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S|IS|F
DIPPERS . =
=" Dipper = . Gl ojlofulu
WRENS :
— WinterWren .0 . L5 o ofolojo
o long-billed Marsh Wren ................ vlc|c]o
MOCKINGBIRDS . = :
— o Gray Catbird. .... oo e ulujec
THRUSHES, BLUEBIRDS s
——eAmerican Robin . .......... ... ulcle|u
® Varied Thrush............ S clc]ulr
e Swainson’s Thrush . ............... ... .. vujulu
= \Veery . e ojufo
—— Mountain Bluebird..................... cjulo
— Townsend's Solitaire ................... ° °
KINGLETS, PIPITS - :
—— Golden-crowned Kinglet ................ vlufulu
—— Ruby-crowned Kinglet.................. Jujulu]u
_AcherPipH...‘;..................:..'.'. ul Jefo
WAXWINGS, SHRIKES, STARLINGS
—— Bohemian Waxwing ............. i u e
—— CedarWaxwing ..:...ccvieeeneneso Jululu
— Northern Shrike .. .. . . T Sen s ahl ] ufu
—®Starling ... .o . e cle|u
VIREOS WOOD WARBLERS, WEAVER FlNCHES
—_®Red-eyed Vireo... . 0.\ .. .... Eocono ulu
——»o Warbling Vireo:........ e e ofu
—_ Orange-crowned Warbler B RV VR T
—— Nashville Warbler .. .. : viuju
— o Yellow Warbler »........ St e clclu
——e Yellow-rumped Warbler . ... : “ofefefu
— Townsend’s Warbler ... . iiloe | u
.—— Northern Waterthrush .. ...... T oflcful
—— MacGillivray’s Warbler . ... ...c..... ..., ojulu
— Common Yellowthroat P Julu]u
—— Wilson's Warbler ... ... .00 ... ... .. ofulo
e - ' ; jo]ulu
ras ojo| -
ulu
ujufu
clcju
——* Red-winged Blackbird ............ ... .. cfc|u
—— Brewer's Blackbird ... ..... .. e Aot |H0A
¢ Brown-headed Cowbird ................ ufc
TANAGERS ,
— WesternTanager ......coo. o ofo
GROSBEAKS, SPARROWS, AND FINCHES
— o Black-headed Grosbeak .............. .. ulu
= lazulilBunfings .. 0 o B oju
—* Evening Grosbeak ................... .. vilivjufu
— CassinsFinch......................... oflulolo

Your name, voddress :

e HouseFlnch ......

— Gray-crowned Rosy Finch ...... e
— Common Redpoll :.....................
——»Pine Siskin........; e e e

Rufous s:dgd Towhee: . ie,0 oo .
® Savannah Sparrow ....... .. S
Grasshopper Sparrow ..................
Vesper Sparow .............c..00unenn.
tatkiSparrow 0.2 oo
Dark-eyed Junco. .. ... S e e
Tree Sparrow ...........: e
——o Chipping Sparrow
—— Harris’Sparrow ...
—— White-crowned Sparrow ................
— FoxSparrow ... . ... ......; S -

B
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S|F|W
u
clclu
ofufo
ululu
°
ofo
ulu
oflu
clu
clc|c
o
uju
u
ulolo
ofo
clu|u
u

We would appreciate your help if you observe birds
that are. listed as rare to the Swan River National

Wildlife Refuge or if you notice unusual concentrations

or activities of birds on the Refuge Please report the

folllowing information by Ieher or telephone to the

‘Refuge Mcnoger

date, weather, exact location -

species, number of birds

distinguishing features and/or

activities




