


Thc Tallgrass Prairic Prcscrvc
Oligir-ralh.spur-rning portions of 1+ st:rtes uncl

covering or-er 1,i2 milliorr acles. the tallglass

prailie s.as onc of \orth America s major ccosvs-

tüns. It u'as a c«»lp1cx lanclscepe, harboling a

rich clivcrsitr. ol plar-rts ancl anintals, tl'rat n'as

shapecl b\. t1,.' ,.,',,,-,r',1 fi»'ccs of climate. lire.

ancl gllzing.

Toclar'. less thln 10()'ir ol the originrrl tlllgrass
prailie renrains. Nlost ol it has becn cot-r'cttc-d to

flt'rdancl ancl is non- knou-t'r us "At-t-tct'ica's

bleaclblsket'. l.rLrgc, unlrlol<en tt'ucls of trllgr:rss

ptririe onlv cxist no§' in the Flint FJills ol
Olihhonra ancl Krnsus. ,\s a fiu-tctiot.tiug

ecosvstelr, the tallglass prailie is c\tinct.

Lr 1989. The Netule Consetl'ancr ptu'chasecl thc

29.000 acle Burnalcl Ranch as the cot'nerstonc o1'

the hllglass Pnriric l)r'cserve. (lr-er the ncxt 5

\.crrs. the C<»rctlancr. raisecl li15 rtillurn kr lirncl

l:u-rcl ecclrisitir)n. stalt-up cctsts ancl en opetlting
enckru urcnt n-hich u ill covcr sor'ne of the ple
serve's opcrlrtinu costs. l)onatiot-ts cntle frttttt
in cl i vic[uils, co4>orations. :tncl firLrnclations,'l'l're

prcsell-e nou consists of 38,:00 ltcrcs o1'lancl

ou nccl or leltsecl lrr' 'l he NaLut'e (itnscrvilltcv.

'l'he Conselvunc\-'* go'tl is «r t'ecrelte a fiLr-rc

tloning tallglrss prairie ccosvstcrl r-rsiug lile ancl

bison. File lr:rs been reintroclucecl to tire 1ancl-

scepc ll' Lrsing r:ru'ctirlh cotrtr(ilecl. (n' prc

sclilrccl '. lrrrrns. Illu'ns ale concluctecl at cliflèr'cnt

tinrcs of the rreal to nrinic the orrginal seasonulitl'

of 1l'cscttlcnrent ti'es. Nrttivc plrrnts ancl aninuls
ol thc tullgllss prailic hlrvc rcluptccl «r the inUu

ence «rf fï'c. uncl ure clqrcr-rclcnt upon it to lrain-
tlrin the e(()svstcln. Fire lenror-es clclcl vcgctation.

colrtrols encroaclring uooclv vegetaton encl

irrclclrscs the r-igol lncl floucling ol nltnr'
plant spccies,

Grazir-rg, b,v bison, u.as also onc of the
plirnan- natul'âl frrrces that shapecl ancl

sustainecl the plesettlement tallgrass prailie. The

300 bison reintroducecl in 1993 u,il1 er.entr-ra1l,v

gr(r\.to a herd of 3200 animals fieely roarning on

32,000 acres of the presen.e. Dr-uing the transitirn
periocl. cattle rl''ill læ used to prorride the nanual
gruzing influence in sor-ne ârees not yet occupiecl

b,v the bison l'relcl. Grazing plavs an intportant lole
in maintaining a clpamic pr:rilie ecosysteln by
altering the amount and compositkrn of vclleta-
tion, thus creatinÉa :r mosaic of 1-rabitats that sup-
port a rich dir.ersitt ol plairie p1:rnts ancl anirnals

Natural Attractions
Sweeping vistas of the open preirie lanclscape

along with incledible sunlises and sunsets ale just

somc of thc many natulal attractions at the

Tallgrr-r Pltirie l'tc:ctr c.

Nthough n'ilclfknr-els bkxlrr
tlr«rLrglxrLrt the gros-ing sees()n.

thele ere tu o pcak pcliocls:
one in spling (rnicl l.lrrr, to
nicl .|ur-re) uncl anothcl in
lutc sun-ur-rcL ( A r-rgr-r st-

Septerr-rl>er). Over r00

pl:rnt specics ha\'e
bcen iclentifiecl on
thc plcsen.e,

Thc nauresal<e tallgrass-

cs, lrig lrlr-rcstenr, Tnclianglass

lLr-rcl sn itchglass. clln !aro\\- as

teli es 8 fcct in nroist. cleep soil sitcs. Ilaxinl-ttrt
height is lelchccl rn Ar.rgust uncl Scptcrnlter',

A clir-ersiN of glussllncl encl fil'esL lltltitrtts pro-

r jclcs exccllent bircling. (]reetcr prairie chickcns
''lrcxl-n" ir-r \nl lncl \Irtr'. \tunerous ltlce,,ling
lrilcls crn fu sccrr rn thc sprir-rg. :ts ucll es bircls ol

prer. (ir.rcltrclinu balcl caglcs) in the flll ltncl s-irrtet'.

The bison calr.ing ,seas()n lr-rns 1i'c»n Aplil
tluoughJr-rne. peal<ing in ,\Iar'. C)ther trrnmt».t
rri1d1i1c spccles inclr-rcle nhitc tailecl cleer. bol>cats.

alnurclilkrs. bear ers. l.ooclchuclis, blclgels, co\()tcs

ancl nnnrelous small nnltlnlls,



S.f.ty and Guidclincs
Rougb Road"The roac'l to the Tallgrrss Pr:Lirir

Presen,e is a loose. scxnetirnes rough sLrrtrL<:c iolrntr
gravel roacl that can becorne cluite chrsn' in cln' ton-
clitions ancl soft in wet conclitions. Reconurcnrlerl
maximum spcccl is 35 n"rph. \\irtch fol si'nr.p cor'-

ners ancl cu11res.

I)istances. l7 r"rriles fl'otr dou ntou n l)rn hrL'k:t to
prcscne hezrclqr-r'.rrters. 10 miles fronr the

prcscl'\,e sor,rth entrance to the heacltlueltelr.

Priaate Roails. Stay «rr-r the nrar-r cor-urlr

loacl. Do not ventufe c'lol.n plir.ate to:trl: oL L:irtth

clrirrerl ays.

Gas & Refresbmenfs. Fill r.rp n'ith grL: hci,t.-
lcarring to\\,n. There :lfe n() S:ls \t.rti( )lt\ r)rt ( r I ü:lr-

the Tallgrass Prairie Prcsct-lc. A pctp lrtiL(liirtr :i11.1

potable srater arc locatccl ut prcscrl c irtrrclrlu:rrt,:r'..

Restroom. The onlr, restroonls are locrrtc(l :Lt llre
sen-c hcaclqr-tafiet's, l'hel. are hancl icrrp-rrr.'t r.' t irlr.

Open Range. 'l'his is open Lange. so ch'ir'.

caleful11 . Bison ancl cattle nrar,be strrnclirrq r,r t:tl
lol.ing in tltc roacl. Ar"oicl honkir.rg - it nr:Lr |:Lr c

unplcdictlblc rcsults. \Tatch for narro\\ rn.l r.r,uqh

cattle guarcls. as n'c11 as lanch ancl oi1 flelcl r chirlr..

Ilazard,s.l'he tall gtlsses often concc:rl ll.l.ler'r
hazalcls sr:ch as sn'.r1ies. biting or stingrng ili'rrt:.
ticks. r'ocks ancl ho1cs. For that rclrson. 1)lell\c roiriilrc

1«rr-u' hiking to the estal>lishccl nuturc tlrils n hrlrr
these hazalcls ri.ill be ntolc olx'ious. If rou \ rrlrturr

ofÏ such trails. Lr espcciallr, alert.

Parking, \\,'hcn trar,eling thc pLrlriic r.ontl to lhc
Tallgrass Plairic Prcscn'c. plrrli on1r. rrt ritc: melkccl
ri'ith "Scenic'[irrnont" signs. \\utch lirr trellic nhcn
pLrlLng back onto the roacl.



TO ACCESS THE PRESERVE from Pawhuska, drive
north on Kihekah from where it intersects Highway 60
in downtown Pawhuska (at the corner with the triangle-
shaped building). Tâllgrass Prairie Preserve signs will
direct you from this point to the Headquarters.

Tallgrass Prairic Prescrvc

P.O. Box 458 . Pawhuska, OK 74056
o78) 287-4803

Oklahoma Chapter Field Office
2727 Easl2lst Street, Suite 102

Tulsa, OK74114. (918) 585-7777

\['A-R\ING. Bison and cattle are dangerous
and unpredictable. Bison can run fast and
iump great distances. For your personal
safet.v. do not approach these animals.
View them from afar.

Smoking. No smoking outsicle vehicles dr-re to
the danger of wildfires. Please clo not thro\\.
cigarettes or other burning materials out the car
window.

Smoke. Prescribed burning ls a commonly
usecl land management tool in the area. Do not
drive tluough smoke.

Respect Tbe Land Do not remove any
natural fèatures or afiifacts, including p1ans, ani-
ma1s, rocks. fossils, arowheads, or other artifàcts.
Do not feed or disturb any wildlife.

Please DonI lîlter. Pack or-rt all trash.

Priaate lands. There are private lnholdings
uithin the boundaries of the Tallgrass Prairie
Preserve. Do not climb over fences - you rnay be
trespassing. If you are unsllre about which lands
:rre private, please check with staff at presefl/e
headquarters. Thank you fbr respectlng the
rights of others.

Become a part oJthe tallgra.ss team!
The mission of Ïre Nature Conseruanry is to pre-
serue plants, animals and natural communities
that represent the divers§ of life on Eath by pro-
tecting the lands and water they need to sutvive.
The Conseruancy is a private, nonprofit, conser-
vation organization $,'ith over 1,100,000 mem-
bers. Yon can suppolt its work by becoming a

member. Donations are tax deductible.
Contributions of cash, materials and volunteer
labor are welcomed.
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