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Welcome to Gordon and May Lillie's
dream home. built on "Blue Hnwk Peak."
The rnansior.). constructed of native stone,
was begr-rn in 1908 and completed in
1910. Pari'nee Bill's fiiend James Hamilton
was the architect, and Pawnee Bill refèrred
to the 1-1 room mansion as a "bungalow."



PAWNEE BILL iN thE LIVING ROOM
PAWNEE BILL

Pawnee Bill was neither Indian nor was he

from Pawnee. He wirs bom in Illinois and was

very *rly athacted to the great Westem plains.

He grew up teadin-u nor.'els aboLrt Buftàlo Bill ancl

the Indizurs. and hjs dreattl vn'its to become pal of
the quickly l'anrshirg \\ie-st. His nrany endcervors

included teaching. bcing a colotrizer of Okia-

horna, ratchin-u. creiitittg \\'tld \\'est Shows' flhn-
mriking. and oil atld reai r-statù \.cntures.

Many of the interior clesi-strs of the home re-

flect things that Paunee Bill had seen dr"rring

his trar,els u'ith tl're \Vr1d West Show. Tl-re

downstairs u'oodwork is solicl mahogany and

the f-loor is oiLk.

DII{NING ROOM
In the dining room on the buftèt is a silver tea

sen'ice that was given to Pawnee Bill and May
on their 25*wedding anniversaty by the rnembers

of their show. The tray has the names of the cast

members on it and yoll calt see Buffzüo Bill's
naure at the top and center of the tray. In the

china cabinet is May's collectiotl of cut glass and

crystal. The vase in the center of tlrc table is also

part of the collection. ln the northeast czrbinet is

their dinner chirtr. The china lvits originally a 4O

place settin-e and it rs decoratecl with a gold glzze

trim and the iritials G.W.L.. which stands tbr
Gordon William Lillie.

LIVING ROONI
The picture on the piano in the livirr-u room

is of Pawnee Bill. One cau see the Native
Arnerican influence in the rootn tr-orn tlie hand

woven Navajo rugs on the floor to the Navajo
pottery on the mantle. The painting above the

fireplace is entitled "Indian Love Call", and it
wai clore by Charles Stephens. The paintings of
the bison are by Emi[ Lenders. tind he painted
those while stayinu here as a guest on the

ranch. As you leave the dining roont the guest

lavatory is located on your right and the stair-

way to the basement and the maid's stairway
are on your lett.

SITTING ROOM
Directly in ti'ont of vou in the clourstairs sit-

ting room is a picture of Pau'nee Bill and on the

desk are pictlres oi NIar atlcl tllejr son Billl'.
Pawnee Bill and Ma1 had a cllild soon atter

their maniage. but he c1iec1 sl.ietl hc u'as onlv
six weeks old. DLre to cotttplicatiotls from sur-
gery, Ma1' could no longer har e children. They
adopted Billf in 1916 iind he lived until
1925. He accidentally hurrg hinrself out on the

windmill while attempting to irnrtate a rope

trick.



MASTER BEDROOM
As you step into the bathrootn. \'oLt ri.ill see

the doorway to the master bedroont ott \ our
right. At the head of the bed is a photo-raph of
May in her riding outfit. She was a ven inrpor-
tzmt pafi of the Wild West Show and u a. brllecl

as the "Champion Girl Shot of the \\'c-st" atrcl

as an exped rider. On the dresser ts h.'r .tlrer
dressing set - which does include a sttLtfl L.,rr,

BATHROOM
When the home 'uvas completecl 1n 1ql(). It

had hot and cold running water. ste .itlt he.,t. .itlti
electricity. The downsttrirs bathrtrtrltt i. tiled
with china tile fiorn the floor to the ie rliitg arltl
has a clecorative border tdtttrtte tl irt rold
glaze. The stool is in a separatt-- rtr(rrlr r)Llt lll lhe
hall and is called a "water closet, 

'

BILLY'S BEDROO\I
A1ler Billy died. this becare it !tlr-<t roottr. lt

incl-rdes many items related to the 'nt<ott. P.tuttee

Bill thought that the bison s'et'e .. r irr itrtf.'t-t;.rtlt

pzul of the old West that neeclc-cl 11r fç p1;i1'11 ;1i.

At one time, Pawnee Bill had the irü'ge .t pnr.ite h
owned bison herd in the world.

As we walk into fiont entrr hrtll. tlr.tiie th.'
paintings by Hal Morrison oî Pilullu-c Bril .Ltlt1

May. The medal around Mal's neck u.1. rrll.
she one fbr her shooting skrlls.

DEN
Pawnee Bill's favonte roottt of the hoLr:e

was the den. On the wall to \.oltr neltt ts rt ltit'
ture of Pawnee Bill, a porrrait of \1a1. aud .r

picture of Billy. The ostrich eggs ort the tnatrtle
remind us of the ostrich that u'u.s part oi th.'
show. In the original shorv. it ma1l \\'restled it
bear and an alligator. We have a bearskin rLrg

on the t-loor, and when the alli-eator dletl.
Pawnee Bill had him stuffecl and mounted tirr u

cane and urnbrella rack.

On the stair landing. 1'or"r ri'ill see a paintrnr
of Blue Hawk. This home rvas br-rilt on lttrtcl

which Pawnee Bill obtained from Blue Hau.k.
his Indian friend who tau-eht hirn the Pau nee

language and customs. H.H. Cross painted Blue

Harvk in such a way that his eyes appear to fol-
lori you and watch over the house. Please
ri.rtulr lotrr \tr'p irs we eo upslairs.

B!LLY

BILLY'S PLAYROOM
Tlis roorn houses many of Billy's toys. He

had hir ou'n miniature golf clubs. a miniature
orl riell. .L scooter. and on the floor in front of
\ ou i\ one of the first electric trains ever made.
Pau n.'.- Bill and May ioved children. and when
Pan nee Bill died he willecl his estate to the Boy
Scorrts oi -\urericzr. The Boy Scouts did not ac-
cept thc- bequest because of their lack of operat-
inl e apital. anci the,v gave it back to the tamily.
Pirsnee Br11's sisters irad ownership until they
solci it to the State of Oklahoma in 1962.

SITTING ROOM
On the u ai1 in the Lrprtairs sitting room is a

phrrtr-rgraph of clorvntou'n Par,r,nee in 1916.
\liini oi the burldings can be seen today.

}IAID'S BEDROOM
\lanr. iterns in this bedroom reflect a Mexi-

iau rniluence. This is to remind us of Mexican
Joe. Joe Barr"era was the fbreman of the ranch
anc.l the tnck roper of the Wild West Show. His
daughter N4ary also worked for Pawnee Bill for
1liilt\ \ ears.



GUEST BEDROOM
Buffalo Bill greatly influenced Pawnee Bill

all of his life. The picture above the bed is of
the two men signing the contract to mer-ee their
two shows together. Their partnership lasted
from 1908-1913. On the table are some playing
cards featuring pictures of Pawnee Bill and
Buffalo Bill. They were sold during the inter-
mission of the show and we do have reproduc-
tions of these in our museum store. On the wall
behind you is a photo of the 1910 cast of the
cornbined show. In it you will see Bufïalo Bill,
Pawnee Bill, Tom Mix. Mexican Joe. and Iron
Tai1, who modeled fbr the Indian head on the
buffalo nickel.

UPSTAIRS BATHROOM
This bathroom has china tile and a decora-

tive border. The doorway across the room
opens to a balcony but from the outside of the
home, you can't tell there is a doorway.

GUEST BEDROOM
In this room you can see many of the price-

less relics collected durin-e Pawnee Bill's trav-
els with the show. Tl-re furnitr-rre in the corner
of the roorr-r was gi'u,en to Pawnee Bill and May
by the people of China. It is teakwood, inlaid
with mother-sf'-pear1. u'ith rnarble backs.

ROUTE 64 BEDROOM
This guest room looks ollt over Highway 64.

Pawnee Bill was president of the Highway 6zl

Association and he saw it go from a stage-
coach road to an all weather route that started in
Little Rock. Arkansas. and ended in Raton.
New Mexico.

As you come out of the room. notice the
painting at the head of the stairs. It was painted
by Hal Morrison and is ctrlled "Ghost at the
Top of the Stairs." If you will stand between
the doors of the bedroom trnd the toy room, yoll
can see a ghost image in the painting. Watch
your step as we go downstairs.

LIVING ROOM
Gus Borglurn. the man who started the faces

on Mount Rushrnore, sculpted the bust of Pawnee
Bill across the room tiom you. The gold pieces
on the library table given to Pawnee Bill and May
on their 50'. u'edding anniversary, which they
celebrated in Taos. N-erv Mexico 

-in 
1936. Maÿ

died that year a.s a result of a ciu'accident.

Pawnee Bill's last fèrv l,san were spent here il
his lrome. He died ur hrs sleep in 1942.just days
befbre his 82u birthdal'. He hved a Jife not only
colorf-rl, but of -rreat impofiance to the develop-
ment of the West. He rva^s a friend to the lndian. a
savior of the bison. ard a builder of Oklahoma.
He often credited his rnvolvement with the 1890's
Boorner movement as the reason lbr his initial
populariq, in the state and nation.

Thank you for being or-rr -sllests today. The
tour is free but we do have a donation box near
the door if you care to contribute to our prop
erty. Please watch you step as you go out the
front door. Please come back and visit us again.

PAWNEE BILL, MAY and BILLY


