


rom deposits laid approximately 170 million years ago by a vast inland sea, Goblin Valley State Park has been
m sculpted by forces of nature such as uplift and m_)owmmo: by wind and water. Today, results of these geologic forces
are witnessed in the stone gnomes inhabiting the valley. These uniquely shaped goblins lure visitors to join them in
their desert playground. | |
Goblin Valley State Park is located in Emery County between Green River and Hanksville. Follow Highway 24
to Temple Mountain Junction (mile post 136),and proceed |12 miles southwest to the park.

Story of Goblin Valley | |

Cowboys searching for cattle were among the first to discover secluded Goblin Valley. Then in the late 1920s,
Arthur Chaffin, owner/operator of the Hite Ferry,and two companions were searching for an alternative route W
between Green River and Caineville. They came to a vantage point about one mile west of Goblin Valley and were ﬁ
awed by what they saw — five buttes and a valley of wnwm:mm-mrm_uma rock formations surrounded by a wall of eroded

cliffs. In 1949 Chaffin returned to the area he called Mushroom Valley. He spent several days exploring the mysterious

valley and photographing its scores of intricately eroded creatures. !
Publ
protected from vandalism. The state of Utah later acquired the property and established Goblin Valley State Reserve.

ity attracted visitors to the valley despite its wm%oﬁsmmm. In 1954 it was proposed that Goblin Valley be

It was officially designated a state park on August 24, 1964.

L=F

The wonderful stone shapes of Goblin Valley

result from millions of years of geologic history.

. Summerville
The goblins are made of Entrada sandstone,

which consist of debris eroded from former
highlands and redeposited here on a tidal flat

(alternating layers of sandstone, siltstone and Curtis
shale). The goblins show evidence of being near
an ancient sea with |) the ebb and flow of tides,
2) tidal channels that directed currents back to

the sea and 3) coastal sand dunes.

-170 million years ago

Entrada
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Joint or fracture patterns within the Entrada’s

Upper Jurassic Formations

sandstone beds create initial zones of weakness.
The unweathered joints intersect to form sharp
edges and corners with greater surface-area-to-

volume ratios than the faces. As a result, the
edges weather more quickly, producing
spherical-shaped goblins.
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can endure blowing sand and hot, dry surface condi-
tions. Vegetation and wildlife exist on a limited supply
of water in this arid desert environment. Plants have
adapted by reducing the size of their leaves, as smaller
leaves lose less water through transpiration. Some

plants have a waxy on their leaves, which also

(oine
and various cactj. Nearby,

Mormon tea
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Animals often must travel many miles to
or-wait for thunders

ngs to’ hunt and %m_ﬁmmm, 5

get water from the food the

near the pari

Desert animals have only a'slight edge on the harsh
environment in which they live. Chasing or harassing
them uses up precious reserves they cannot afford to
lose. Please respect their home, and do not disrupt
their tenuous struggle for existence.




